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The IAHC is an AHA-affiliated
Arabian horse club and an Associate Member of WAHO that meets
and conducts business via the Internet, thus we reach out around the
world.
The IAHC is dedicated to bringing
Arabian horse owners and admirers
together from all around the world
to bring forth understanding of the
history and attributes of the breed
and international cooperation in the
name of the Arabian horse.

On the web:
http://www.insallah.org
President:
Penny Wardlaw — 805-968-3581
phwardlaw@aol.com

Vice President
Lorry Wagner — 760-377-5579
lorry@ridgenet.net

Secretary:
Georgine Ryter — 405-603-6819
georginer@msn.com

Treasurer:
Lorry Wagner — 760-377-5579
lorry@ridgenet.net

Web Mgr./Web News Editor:
Lorry Wagner — 760-377-5579
lorry@ridgenet.net

NOTE: For international incoming
calls, dial USA country code 1 plus
the telephone number listed above .

Editor, Lorry Wagner

Our June meeting was cancelled at the last minute
due to our members’ not being able to attend. Everyone is very busy with summer activities here in the
US while those south of the equator are experiencing
the problems of winter. IAHC’s Internet foundation
has opened the doors of International participation bringing together those of
us from around the world who love this Arabian horse and can share not only
our enthusiasm and support for our breed, but also the opportunity to share
such interesting information plus the history of this breed in our various
countries.
I am pleased to bring to your attention the wonderful article that appears
within this publication starting on page 4. This article is authored by our
IAHC member Sharzad Amir-Aslani from Teheran, Iran. “Sheri” gives us
tremendous insight into the subject of strains and sub strains within Iran and
surrounding areas while also bringing us much historical information from
this area.
Your editor (me) would look forward to comments for our next issue’s
“Letters to the Editor.” Please, share your thoughts.
Lorry Wagner,
IAHC Newsletter Editor

See Page 4
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Contact Information for Editor:
Lorry Wagner, 8222 Athel Street
Inyokern, CA 93527
Tel & Fax: 760-377-5579
lorry@ridgenet.net

Georgine Ryter, Secretary
The June meeting was cancelled due to members not
being able to attend, .
To see past minutes please
visit http://www.insallah.org and click
on the “IAHC File Room” button at
the bottom of the page.
Also, feel free to send a “Letter to the
Editor” (see page 7) for our next issue
if you wish to voice your opinion or
give input. Share your news about
your foals.

This is a new feature. IAHC welcomes submissions for this column.
The first “opinion piece” from
Penny Wardlaw addressing genetic
diseases in our Arabian horses appeared in last month’s IAHC
Newsletter (April, 2010, issue) has
been very well received.

Just a reminder to be sure you renew
before you membership expires.
Contact lorry@ridgenet.net if you are
unsure of your expiration date.
The membership can be renewed
directly from our own Insallah web
site now, via PayPal:
http://www.insallah.org
Scroll down and click on the
“Membership Appl” button at the
bottom of the page.

We welcome your reporting of endurance activities from around the
world. Please send to Lorry Wagner,
contact information top section, left
column, this page.

NOTE: Information submission for
this column must be approved by the
Newsletter Editor and must be appropriate for the subject of the Arabian Horse.

Lorry Wagner , Manager
This fascinating report focuses
on the history of family strains
in addition to fascinating information on Arabian horses from
this area!
See page 4
IAHC Members, please remember to submit your news
of competition wins, new
foals, fun trail rides, etc. and
share with all our members
and friends around the
world.
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Our June Bay auction will open June
22, 12:00 noon pdt and close Sunday,
June 27, 12:00 noon, pdt

http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?Vie
wItem&item=270594784683
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Lorry Wagner, Contact
See front page, bottom left column for
Club meeting dates.
See last page of this
Newsletter for upcoming shows, racing and events.
IAHC Members may list any Arabian horse events they are holding
here in this space, such as their
Ranch events. Send information to
Lorry Wagner, contact information
available 1st column, Index, this
page .

Arabian Horse Association, USA)

http://www.cafepress.com/insallahahc

Now Open!

IAHC has established a Café Press Store where many items are available decorated with
the artwork of some of our members and other artists with whom we have been licensed
or received permission to use their art. The small commission we received on each item
sold is one of the very few ways in which this Club can raise funds to support our agendas for the Arabian horse world-wide.
This past June we were “contracted” to provide a “special” item for the Region 2 Sport
Horse & Dressage Championships and again for the 2009 AHA Sport Horse National.
We can also use your own art and/or logo, put in the script you wish and you will have
something uniquely yours.

On Saturday, June 12, the Al-Marah
Arabian Horse Galleries at the Kentucky
Horse Park in Lexington, Ky., officially
opened. For more information, use the
following link:

Below, are two example of items that are available. The tote bag one shows “The Conqueror,” a painting by Sharlene Lindskog-Osorio. The gym bag features the painting
“Moonlight Magic,” again by Sharlene Please peruse our store and check out the many
different items for you or your Club’s special occasion or activity.
Contact Lorry Wagner (lorry@ridgenet.net) for customizing any item.
(l) Gym Bag
Item No. 418181034

http://www.arabianhorsegalleries.com/
Galleries_OpeningCeremonies.asp

Featuring “Moonlight Magic”

( r) Tote bag with picture
on both sides.
Item No. 126161721
Featuring “The Conqueror”
Paintings by
Sharlene Lindskog-Osorio

Important National Show
Information: Select Rider
Division & Performance
Maturity Classes
Cross entries are prohibited for the select rider division and the corresponding
amateur division classes for the 2010
Canadian and U.S. National Shows.
For example, a select rider competing in
the select hunter pleasure class cannot
also enter the hunter pleasure AATR or
AAOTR classes (including the Hunter
Pleasure Maturity class at U.S. Nationals.) However this horse/rider combination can compete in AATR or AAOTR
amateur classes in the western division.
Per the qualifications in the 2010 AHA
Handbook, points required for qualifications are based on the horse. Classes that
will be used to qualify those horses are
AO, AAO, AT, AAT, JT, JO and any
open class that was ridden by an amateur rider. The exhibitor at the national
shows must then meet the definition of a
select rider found in USEF rule
AR113.1.f. Status as a select rider is
determined by the division, so for example, if a horse/rider combination rides in
western pleasure on a Half-Arabian and
obtains wins that no longer make them a
select rider; they cannot compete on
IAHC Newsletter, June, 2010
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another horse in the Arabian western
pleasure select class even though the
horse has enough points.

Go to the Arabian Horse Association
web site for more information:
http://www.arabianhorses.org

New Performance Maturity Classes
Added to U.S. Nationals!
Two additional performance maturity
classes have been added to the 2010 U.S.
National Show that were not listed in the
2010 Omnibus. The Arabian English
Pleasure Maturity AAOTR and HalfArabian/Anglo-Arabian English Pleasure
Maturity AAOTR are the newly added
classes. Late enrollment fees for only
these two classes will be waived until
August 1, 2010. Full payment of $630
must be received prior to August 1,
2010 or enrollments will be assessed
late fees.
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This newsletter now accepts classified
ads. Free to IAHC members and $0.15
per word for non-members. See page 7,
right-hand column.
Send your advertising message
around the world via this
newsletter.!

Submitted by
Sharzad Amir-Azlani
Teheran, Iran
Prepared for a
Workshop in Italy
The word asil comes from the root esalat which signifies pertaining to the origin or untainted. Thus, etymologically, in terms of
referring to a breed of horses, Asil has come to signify pure. One other reason for using the word Asil is that for the first time,
emphasizes was given to follow diligently a set of rules for breeding and a derivative of the word Asil is “Osul” which means
rules.
The history of the Arabian horse breed has its roots in the Middle-East, where the hub of three ancient civilizations formed a
triangle consisting of: the Elamites, ruling from Susa (known as Shush today) situated in Iran, in the province of Khuzestan; the
Babylonians, situated near the present Baghdad, and the Assyrians, whose capital was Nineveh, near Mosul in today’s Iraq.
Rock carvings from the era of the Elamites and Assyrians depict horses being used over 5000 years ago. There have been many
theories on the origin of the Asil horse but there is no doubt that the Arabian horse, known as the Asil was recognized as such,
some 1400 years ago at the time of the prophet Mohamed.
In Iran, the province of Khuzestan, for many centuries before the discovery of oil, was in particular famous for being the most
important Asil producing area of Persia. The importance attached to horse breeding through successive Persian Empires was
demonstrated by the fact that there were always official breeding centres maintained by the royal courts. Many famous Arabic
speaking tribes, whether sedentary, semi settled, or nomadic, lived in Khuzestan and many Asil strains are linked to their tribal
names. There are probably as many Asil strains and sub-strains as there were tribes in which they were bred.
The principal strains of the Asil horse in Iran are not the Khamseh and its five principal strains, commonly referred to in Arab
countries (although they vary from country to country). In Khuzestan nine important strains have been identified as Asil, which
in turn are divided into sub strains. They are as follow:

123456789-

The Wadne Khersan
The Koheile Ajuz
The Saglawieh Jadran
The Obaye Sharak
The Hadbe Enzahi
The Jelfe Jarjari
The Manaak Hedri
The Hamdanieh Semri
The Showeimeh Sabah

The reader will note that all strains have feminine endings as it is commonly known that the strain is given to the horse by its
dam side. These Strains were common to the region of Mesopotamia, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Syria or Egypt. Bloodlines have
crossed the borders, at times leaving Iran and at others entering it from Nejd or present day Kuwait. The exchange of sub-lines
or Strains often conformed to certain patterns arising from exchanges during war, taxation as tribute or as blood money, renewing friendship following feuds or raids, marriage, consolation gifts following death, theft and lastly, through the founding of
horse partnerships.
The identification of strains have traditionally been of great importance in Iran as a strain would say all you want to know about
a horse’s breeding, the history of its roots and the tribe to which it belonged. The most influential tribes known for the purity of
their horses in Iran are the following:
The Al Emareh were one of the most wealthy and powerful tribes known in Khuzestan, living in the South West, near Omidieh
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and Ramshir. They have a very long history of horse breeding and many of their official pedigrees can still be found in collector’s
hands. These pedigrees were always kept inside a Koran thus showing the degree of their significance.
The Bani Tamin is another branch of the family which is also famous for their Wadne Khersan, and their stallions are highly valued by other tribes. They are horses of the “wilderness” or desert. No particular attention was paid to beauty, but rather to ability
and endurance over long distances. In comparison to other strains, they are often taller with sloping shoulder and somewhat heavier
neck and rather plain heads. The Wadne Khersan has always been considered by many tribes as a breed worthy of stud purposes
and the ones originated from the Mir tribe were very famous in Khuzestan. It is said that only the head of the tribe kept a stallion for
breeding and the mares once mated, were sewn with a silver thread in order to avoid an unwanted mating. The reason that the number of stud stallions was kept so low, was to be able to control the lineage. It is said that mares were at all times covered with a rug
(for decency purposes) and they were considered as a member of their household. They were taken care by the women and children
of the tribe.
It is also said that when a Wadne Khersani mare would approach, people would stand up in respect. In case of the death of a mare,
the same kind of mourning ceremonies would be organized as would for their next of kin. They would even follow the tradition of
wearing black for 40 days.
Another important branch of the Al Emareh, the Al Hayadar, were given the honourable task of being the flag keepers during wars:
this task was reserved for the most noble and worthy families. The Al Hayader were settled near Ahwaz and Sussangerd and a part
of the family was also settled in Iraq and it is said that they were descendants of the Prophet Mohamed and wore the green turban.
They were famous for their Wadne Khersan and their Obaye Sharak and Obaye Beyravi coming from another branch of their tribe.
They also have strong feelings of pride about their horses, they never give away a mare and it is said that at one time, in the absence
of a worthy stallion, they choose not to cover their mares which unfortunately led them to extinction. They also had particular set
of rules about choosing the right time for breeding, a full moon night was to be avoided and preference was given to early morning
or late afternoon. The Obayan is usually a small to medium size horse, very well proportioned body and known for lightness of foot
and agility. They have great movement and their intelligence is known to be superior compared to other strains.
Another very famous tribe is the Al Kassir, living in the North of Khuzestan, near the banks of the Karkheh River to the Karun
River, and they were famous for their Hamdani Semri and Saglawi Jadran. A branch of the family is also living in Saudi Arabia.
Sheikh Hajat was a very dominant figure in horse breeding, son of Sheikh Bandar, son of Sheikh Farhan, son of Sheikh Assad, son
of Sheikh Hashi, son of Sheikh Kout. Today, Sheikh Bahador is the living descendant and is living in Khusistan. Unfortunately, not
many Hamdani mares are left and although he wishes to bring back the name of his forefathers back, the task seems almost impossible as not many are breeding within the same strain anymore and many of the attributes which are the characteristics of the strains
have been lost. The Hamdani has always been famous for its unflinching courage in battles and feuds. There is a story that the first
Hamdani mares were given to Sheikh Hajat from Sheikh Al Sabah of Kuwait but although there is no written proof of this, the common belief is that our Hamdanis originated from Kuwait.
The Al Kassir tribe also kept written pedigrees and breeding documents. Breeding mares to a worthy stallion was no light matter. It
is said that sometimes even at war, the tribe that had no stallion would gather its mares and travel to the enemy camp in order to use
their stallion. A truce would be assigned for a short period so the tribe could breed their mares and after doing so, they would take
back their mares and hostilities would resume.
Their Saglawi Jadran were of good quality and they took pride in showing them in festivities and parades. On the feast day of Fetr,
the last day of Ramadan, certain Sheikhs sponsored special competitions: the winner of the race was proclaimed “Shamekh”, meaning the highest.
The Bani Lam are divided into two big families and the origin of the Nasban existing today comes from the Tefagh family. Of the
various strains, this one resembles most closely to the western version of the Arab horse. But Iranian breeders did not particularly
seek the exaggerated dish face in those days, proclaiming that it obstructed proper breathing. However the breed is also famous for
its speed and stamina.
The Bani Saleh, the Bani Turuf, the Bani Tamin and the Bani Hardan are living near Howeizeh and Sussangerd and have been
famous for their Jelfan Bani Saleh, Wadnan Khersan, Koheilan Ajuz, Hadban Enzahi and Jelfan Jarjari.
The Jelfan is well known for its speed.
The Chaab (Kaab) are sedentary and the core of their territory is the irrigated Shadegan district . To the west and North they have
the semi nomadic Bavieh who range from the Karoun River to the Jarahi, and a smaller group the Al Kamis, also semi nomadic are
settled on the east of Jarrahi. They are well known for their Meleihe, Manak Hedri, and Saglawi Sobeili.
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It must be added that in those days, only powerful tribes kept the tradition of breeding Asil. As for the quality of the horses in Khusistan, the province being a continuation of the Mesopotamia with similar climatic and agricultural conditions, a man made border
was of no consequence.
The Bakhtiaris who were considered Lurs, originated from the footsteps of the Zagross mountains and followed the Arab tradition
of breeding and keeping the Asil pure. The Bakhtiaris were one of the most powerful tribes in Iran which usually were feared by the
Government and there are numerous stories of confrontation between the rulers of the Bakhtiari tribes and the Imperial government.
Imam Gholi khan Ilkhani was the father of Sardar Mohtasham who had 12 sons and one of them was Majid Bakhtiar who married
Mary Gharagozlou, a strong force behind our Asil horses. She spent a great deal of time in Khusistan with a special interest in Arabian horses and lived almost 10 years in the region of Aghili in Susa.
The two most coveted strains by the Bakhtiaris were the Wadne Khersan obtained from the Sheik of Emareh and the Obaye Sharak.
It is known that the Sharaks were first obtained when Mohamed Khan Cheharlang Bakhtiari came into power in 1829. In the book
“Layard of Nineveh” by Gordon Waterfield in 1842, there is twice mention of the Arab horses of the Bakhtiari. As we all know,
Austen Henry Layard became fascinated with archaeology during a visit to Petra and Nineveh, then spent a year wandering with the
Bakhtiari nomads of Iraq and Iran.
Once Mohamed Taghi khan rides into his camp on a fine Arab horse, where Layard was waiting for him. Mention is made again by
the Russian military attaché, De Boyde, who accompanied Layard to Ize Malemir, where the Bakhtiaris had gathered for battle. The
horsemen numbered around eight thousand and De Boyde mentions never having seen so many fine pure-bred Arab horses in one
group. It would naturally take several years to gather that many Asil horses. Certainly Mohamad Taghi Khan had procured his own
from the finest.
It was general knowledge among all Asil breeders, that the Sharak of the Cheharlang were famous, a fact which was also accepted by
horse owning tribes of Khusistan. This attests to the quality of the breeding. Some sources make mention of a diary written by
Hossein Gholi Khan Cheharlang, which exists in the UK. Hossein Gholi Khan was the son of Mohamad Taghi khan and between his
reports about battles; he has recorded the births and breeding of foals.

To be Continued in Our July Newsletter along with Acknowledgements

submissions not appropriate for inclusion in this Newsletter.
Send submissions to Lorry Wagner,
Editor (see page 2, column 1, bottom
of “Index” block for contact information)!

IAHC invites you to share your activities with your Arabian horses with our
readers. Please send information and
pictures (if available) for inclusion in
future newsletters.
IAHC does reserve the right to reject
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http://www.ahlegacy.com
NOTE: This site is in the process of
updating. Check above link for news.

This editor welcomes input from anyone
expressing their thoughts, opinions and/or
comments with the rest of our readers.
Please submit same to this Newsletter Editor (contact information on page 2, column 1 at the bottom of the Index block).
We request that your letter address anything related to the Arabian horse, individually or the breed, itself, or anything
affecting the Arabian breed.

Attention IAHC
Members & Readers!

Picture taken out of bus window on the road
to see Arabian horses bred in the Bedouin
tradition in Bahrain, WAHO 1998
Conference

Reports on the 1988, (Bahrain), 2000
(Australia), 2002 (Istanbul, Turkey),
2004 (Warsaw, Poland), 2007
(Damascus, Syria) WAHO Conferences and 2009 (Muscat, Oman) are
available on the Insallah AHC website.
The 1998, 2002 & 2004 reports were
written by Lorry Wagner who attended
as a Delegate from the USA and attendee for 2000. The 2007 report is by
Marie-Louis van Wyke of Johrhemar
Arabians, South Africa and the 2009
report is by Liz Salmon of the USA.
http://www.insallah.org/WAHO.html
These reports are .pdf files, with color
photos and downloadable.
Adobe
Reader program is needed. The link to
download the Adobe Reader program
is on the above web site page and will
take you there.

HORSE TRAINING BEGINNING
TO ADVANCED
* Starting young horses in the ancient manner!
* Advancing Adult horses or green
broke into various disciplines!
* Correcting crookedness, and
re-establishing balance!
CONTACT: LOS ACRES,
terrycpolk@gmail.com
www.losacres.com
Terry Polk and *Joao SerraCoelho
at 209-986-7275

This service is free of charge for IAHC
Members and is available at a cost of $0.15
per word to others. Ad material must be
Arabian-horse related. IAHC reserves the
right to reject any submission for reasons of
being too long and/or inappropriate.

Contact: lorry@ridgenet.net
NOTE: Information submission for this
page must be approved by the Newsletter
Editor and must be appropriate for the
subject of the Arabian Horse.

Please contact Lorry for any comments
or news from members of your horses,
activities, etc. you would like to share.
In addition, we welcome news and reports on events around the world. All
information must be Arabian horse related. Insallah does reserve the right to
select appropriate input you have and
limit same due to space limitations.
Send to Lorry, contact information in
the “Index” block, top left-hand column
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Our host site is
AWhitehorse.com
owned by Insallah
Member Stacey
Mayer.
Stacey
donates the hosting of our web
pages. Stacey is also a fabulous artist,
specializing in equine art. The above is
an example of Stacey’s wonderful
work!
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Patrick Swayze and Tammen (both deceased)
This beloved pair played a tremendous role in bringing the Arabian horse to the attention of so many!

Calendar

of

Events

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS
2010 INTERNATIONAL SHOWS: For the ECAHO 2010 list of shows go to the following web site:
http://www.ecaho.org/
WAHO CONFERENCES:
2011 WAHO Conference: This Conference will be held in Doha, Qatar, in late 2011. Contact: http://
www.WAHO.org

U.S.A EVENTS
All U.S.A. shows are conducted under USEF Rules which can be found at http://www.USEF.org
June 16-25, 2010, Region 2 Sport Horse, Regional Pre Show & Region 2 Championships, Contact Sharon Richards,
1-916-645-2288 or http://www.ahasfv.org
ARABIAN HORSE ASSOCIATION NATIONAL SHOWS: for further information contact AHA in Denver, phone 303-6964500 or fax 303-696-4599 Colorado, http://www.arabianhorses.org

July 24-31, 2010, Youth Nationals, Albuquerque, NM

September 22-25, 2010, Sport Horse Nationals, Idaho Horse Center, Nampa, Idaho, contact http://
www.arabianhorses.org

October 22-30, 2010, U.S. National Championship, Expo Square, Tulsa, OK, Contact http://www.arabianhorses.org
ARABIAN HORSE ASSOCIATION MEETINGS:
August 6-7, 2010, AHA Board of Directors’ Meeting, Aurora, Colorado
November 17, 2010, AHA Board of Directors’ Meeting, Orlando, Florida, at the 2010 AHA Convention
REGION 2, AHA MEETINGS:
July 31, 2010, Hodel’s Restaurant, Bakersfield, California
COMPETITIVE TRAIL AND ENDURANCE:
OTHER EVENTS AND MEETINGS:
ARABIAN RACING at Los Alamitos:
For specific dates go to the ARAC website at www.arac.org or contact the ARAC office, 714-820-2817

IAHC encourages our members and friends to send us information
for events taking place around the world.
Email Information to:
Lorry Wagner
(contact information, page 2, top left column)
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